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(' Castro Attempt.to Stop-|
- Shaba Invasi

~

- . ByDavid Binder:? l

New York Times News Seevices . - - -0}

= Bresident "FideL : Castro in--| -- “According to Senate sources
‘formed the United States on May .| - the cable quoted Castro as sayin;

17 that he learned early in April.i
of plans-by insurgents to invadej
Shaba province.in Zaif® and tried ||
unsuccessiully to stop. the. inva-4
‘sion, ” Senate-“sources reported |
yesterday. The attack  started i
over the  weekend offMay-13 and™}
| e
~ Ther statement: attributed " tc:]
Castro “raised. new- “questions
about: President~Carterss;asger=-
tion eight days later om May 25 |
that” Cubd"**obviously~did; noth--
ing” to hold back the invasion by~
2,000 or more insurgents-operat-:
ing~ from. Angola.. Cuba_ls- be-
ilieved.- to. havl:i&oowm 20,000
troops in Angolauiad’® %2 - §
" Sen.. Dick-:Clark,~-D-Towa;.
chairman .of the -Foreign: Rela-
tions subcommittee.on "African
affairs, said in a telephone inter-
view that while he did not regard
the disclosure of new information
about Castro’s. position-as “all
that' central,”’ her felt “that-''it-
would have been useful in the dis—
 cussiomr of the Cuban role-if-the:
: president had made this 9lea_.5" _
THERE HAS< BEEN: cohtro-
versy between several senators
and Carter over the connection
between Cuban forces in*Angola
and - the~ Katangan insurgents
since the invasion. of Shaba prov--
ince begam:” Carter-has insisted.
that~ Cuban:- officers.“armed.
trained and prepared the Katan-
gans for their raid on-the-minings
center of Kolwezi,.ix which hun-
dreds were killed,.« " ¥;" =ld¥pie
Clark said that Sern. George.S.
McGovern, D-S.D.; Friday read a“
secret State Department cable to-
the Foreign Relations  Commit-
tee, giving Castro’s. description
of the evolution of the-rebel at-
tacks and his purported effortsto-
stopthem. . . 4ul> . gndvdifeus
Thefcable véas- seat \t’o Secie;-
of State Cyrus R. Vance
m F. Lane, who- heads the:
Uhited States’ interest section in
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thathe had learned early in Apnil
that the insurgent force was cop-
templating a raid on Shaba prov-
ince; their tribal homeland, from
~which:: they{: had either: been
‘driven’org had voluntarily left
“morethanthree yearsago.: .- -
“STHE LANE. CABLE described:
‘Castro-’as;'saying he was: “dis-
turbed!” by the reports and had
immediately approached  the
Angolan ~government - head,.
President Agostino Neto,-to urge
himeto-call off the invasion, ar-

guing: that* it. would- only - harm
Angola: - i | v
X The;cable added’ that Castra
isaid one: reason his: intercéssiont
- failed might have have.been tire
fact that Neto was ill and staying

- .;The-Katangan insurgents are
i based in:camps. dlong ‘the-Zaire-
- frontier;. hundredssof miles from
"-Luanda;, the Angolan capital.
~¥:Several senators who-attended
-ther:closed committee:-hearing
Friday :expressed skepticism
‘abaut. -Castro’s. *veracity, » but:
sadded that they. were:disturbed
by the fact that Carter.had 'not
Bothered: to informr them of the
Lanecabteb‘ ’3"(;—:,,""_" - ._.1'.—:.)-,;_ el

“*.*The. point is that the adminis-
‘tration never told-us:about:it,’”
.Said: oner senator;"who asked -no%

-.inthe Soviet Union atthe time. . _ |}
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-“‘or-Sem. Frank Church, D-Idaho, |
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A WHITE HOUSE spokesmian |
said there would be no comment

tyesterday on the new disclosure }
-about. the Cuban “role in the }
“Shaba province incursion. Nor.}

: was it-clear whether McGovern :

*would press the White House for
‘“'an’ explanation of Carter's han-
. dling of Castro’s statement about
.tryingtohaltthe invaders., -
;.. The administration’s first dec-:
"laration on the subject. on May.;
18, noted that Castro had denied.|
- there was Cuban involvement in;
the:.invasion, - directly' or- indi~

rectly. On May 25 Carter de-
‘clared in Chicago: **The govern
-ment of Angola. must Bear 2 ‘l
; resEonsibility for the deadly at-!
tack, .which was launched from-
. its territory, and it’s a burden of i}
responsibility shared by Cuba.” '}
e went on: ""We believe that':
- Cuba had known of the Katangan -
< plan to invade and obviously did
nothing to-restrain them fronr
crossing the border.  We also |
know that the Cubans have
" played a key role in training and
equipping the Katangans who at-
_;tacked.”/ B v
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- Robert.C.. Byrd: D-W.Vax; the
- Senatew: majority iileader,r inl a
_priefing; for newsmen. yesterday,
‘said. that’ regardless. of the:new
*disclosure,,sthe Cubans aresact.’

-ets.in Africa and are in control in
. Angola, the troops which invaded :
:Zaire did come from: Angola, and
-the Cubans-have trained Katan~
_ganese.and' supplied them with
;equipment.”” Byrd added: “Who

" whatperipheral.”: .. .-
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Havana, following a- meeting on
May 17 withCastro. - ... = .1 e

“knew what.and where is- some= l

;ing; as the cat’s paw of the Sqvi-g-
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. forts assembled. by the Central’

-.ADM. STANSFIELD-
TURNER, director of Central.|
Intelligence, last weeek briefed:
~four- Senate and House commit—
tees-on the information .and rew

ntelligence Agency': whicls.
prompted Carter-to-maka.his:

- D TBAKR.IIS a5
sessment of the Cubdirote:. ; .- ]
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